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July 9: Before dawn Monday, some 48 inmates all reportedly rebels , escaped from the maximum
security Miguel Castro Castro prison in northeastern Lima. The 39 men and nine women escaped
through a tunnel built under the prison, opening into an adobe shanty 500 feet from shanty walls.
Investigators said the 250-meter long tunnel was built several meters underground, and measured
four meters in diameter. They said it had its own lighting and ventilation system and probably took
six to 10 months to build. One of the escaped inmates was Victor Polay Campos, leader of the Tupac
Amaru Revolutionary Movement (MRTA). Polay was captured in February 1989, and charged with
terrorism in connection with the deaths of more than 100 policemen, and his trial was expected to
conclude in a few weeks. The rebel leader is a former member of President Alan Garcia's American
Popular Revolutionary Alliance party (APRA). The prison houses about 4,000 inmates, twice the
number considered its maximum capacity. On Monday evening, police announced they had
detained 20,000 people in a massive sweep through Lima for the escapees. The nation's security
forces were placed on maximum alert, and all off-duty police were called to work to help in the
search for the fugitives. July 10: Notimex reported that 61 prisoners escaped. Opposition politicians
said Polay's escape was "highly suspicious," and suggested government complicity. Polay, 38, is the
son of one of the founders of the APRA party. In the early 1970s Polay studied in Europe with Garcia.
Health Minister Paul Caro is Polay's brother-in-law. Garcia is to leave office in 18 days. United Left
(IU) congressperson Manuel Dammert called on Interior Minister Agustin Mantilla to resign. He
said, "It's unheard of that one of the most dangerous terrorists in the country has escaped from what
is supposed to be the country's most secure prison." IU Deputy Gustavo Espinoza called on Mantilla
and Justice Minister Joffre Fernandez to "explain" developments at the prison before members of
the national congress. Sen. Alberto Borea Odria of the Popular Christian Party described the prison
break as an "excessive" coincidence at the end of the Garcia administration. Daily newspaper La
Republica demanded the resignations of Mantilla and Fernandez. July 11: Helicopter gunships flew
over Lima for a second day. An unidentified official was quoted by AP as saying the tunnel "could
only have been constructed by an expert." The sophistication of the tunnel has raised suspicions that
the escapees had help from some prison authorities and members of the Security Police, charged
with guarding penal institutions. (Basic data from DPA, 07/09/90; AP, 07/10/90, 07/11/90; AFP,
07/10/90; Notimex, 07/10/90)
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